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Q&A for Request for Concept Notes for Diet Quality Metric Development and Validation 

Posted May 18, 2018 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Subject: Request for Concept Notes for the Development and Validation of Metrics of Diet 

Quality for Non Pregnant Non Lactating (NPNL) Women of Reproductive Age (WRA) in Low- and 

Middle-Income Countries (LMICs) 

Issued on: May 14, 2018 

Application Submission Deadline: June 15, 2018 

 

 

Q1) When and how will responses to questions submitted on the Request for Concept Notes be made 
publicly available? 
 
A1) We will post responses to questions submitted on a rolling basis, and post the submitted questions 

and responses to the questions at the following link: https://www.aliveandthrive.org/procurement-

solicitation.  We will not send responses to the questions submitted via email, so please check back to 

the above site with some level of frequency to ensure you have the most up to date information in 

relation to the Request for Concept Notes.  We will only respond to questions submitted prior to the 

stated deadline of May 28, 2018 5pm EST. 

Q2) What is the budget limit for Concept Notes? 
 
A2) We have not set a budget limit for the Concept Notes to be submitted.  We ask applicants to budget 
how much the proposed work will cost, given the parameters for the requested work that is given in the 
Request for Concept Notes.  Please keep in mind that applicants should plan to complete the requested 
work within a 24 month period, and that the contract mechanism that will be used for the work is a 
fixed price purchase order.  Please also note that Concept Notes will be scored against the criteria listed 
in Section 8.  Financial scoring (cost effectiveness and cost reasonableness of the work proposed) is 25% 
of the total scoring criteria. 
 
Q3) How much detail should be included in Concept Notes to be submitted? 
 
A3) Please refer to the Concept Note Instructions given in Section 5 of the Request for Concept Notes for 
the full set of information that should be included in the Concept Notes to be submitted.  Please also 
note that Concept Notes should be no more than 6 pages (shorter concept notes are welcome), 
formatted with 1” margins, and should use a minimum font size of 11 point.   
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Q4) Is it of interest to focus the metric development and validation work on NPNL WRA only? 
 
A4) Yes, at this time, Intake is interested only in supporting work for the development and validation of 
diet quality metrics for NPNL WRA.  Ideally, any diet quality metric developed for NPNL WRA would also 
be appropriate and meaningful for pregnant and lactating women, and/or adolescents and/or men, but 
in the absence of knowing if all of these demographic groups can be addressed by the same set of diet 
quality metrics, as a first step, in this Request for Concept Notes, Intake is prioritizing advancing the 
development of metrics for NPNL WRA, defined as non pregnant non lactating girls and women 15-49 
years of age. Please refer to Section 3i of the Request for Concept Notes for more details. 
 
Q5) Many diet quality indices have been developed and tested; do you want to see new and better 
metrics? 
 
A5) Please refer to Section 1F, 1G and 1H of the Request for Concept Notes for a discussion of some of 
the limitations of current diet quality indices for use in LMICs. Please also refer to Section 3ii, 3iii and 3iv, 
respectively for: a summary of the dietary dimensions/characteristics of interest to reflect in diet quality 
metrics to be developed; the desired uses of the metrics to be developed and validated; and the desired 
features of the metrics to be developed and validated. 
 
Q6) Can existing data be used for the metric development and validation work? 
 
A6) Yes, in fact, we expect that analysis of secondary data sources will likely be the primary method by 
which the metrics of interest would be developed and validated.  We recognize that later steps of 
validation involving primary data collection may also be desirable, however, Intake will not support 
primary data collection under this Request for Concept Notes.  Please refer to Section 3v and Section 4 
for more detail.  Several data sets that are currently publicly available, which could be included in a 
proposed plan for metric validation are listed in Appendix 2. 
 
Q7) What’s the ultimate goal of the project? 
 
A7) Intake’s primary interest in supporting the development and validation of diet quality metrics is to 
advance the availability of metrics for use at the policy or national program level in LMICs. The key 
target audience for the metrics is therefore policy makers and government representatives in Ministries 
of Health, Ministries of Agriculture, and Ministries of Finance in LMICs.  Please refer to Sections 3ii, 3iii, 
and 3iv of the Request for Concept Notes for: a summary of the dietary dimensions/characteristics of 
interest to reflect in the diet quality metrics to be developed; the desired uses of the metrics to 
developed and validated; and the desired features of the metrics to be developed and validated. 
 
Q8) Is China a low- and middle-income country? 
 
A8) We are using the World Bank’s most recent classification (June 2017) for identification of low- and 
middle-income countries.  In that classification, China is defined as an upper-middle income country. 
 
 


